You have understood the sacred necessity of the
step.:<: Ba has responded magnificently. Her courage
has been a source of the greatest strength to me.
Your letter is before me. Though written before
you had any knowledge of the step, I trace in it a
sorrowing mood. You have to surmount it. If you have
a living faith in a living God, you would- feel His
never-failing presence protecting you. Till that state
is reached even faith in an individual clothed in flesh
and bone is not of any avail. It is relying on a broken
reed. You should first think this out clearly and then,
get the heart to co-operate with the intellect.
Tell Ba not to worry about me at all. She and I
and all of us are in His hands. It is well if we live
and it is equally well if we die. We are born only
to die and we die only to be born again. This is all
old argument. Yet it needs to be driven home. Some-
how or other we refuse to welcome death as we
welcome birth. We refuse to believe even the evidence
of our senses, that we could not possibly have any
attachment for the body without the soul and that
we have no evidence whatsoever that the soul perishes
with the body.
I can go on no longer. Visitors have come in.
I hope you received the book on astronomy.
Love,
4-5-33                                                              Bapu
* Bapu had decided on a purificatory fast of 21 days, which
he described as a "heart prayer for purification of myself and my
associates for greater vigilance and watchfulness in connection
with the Harijan cause". The Government released Bapu on the
commencement of the fast which was continued at Parnakuti*
Poona.
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